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The objectives of this paper are: 1) to put on record in one place the known dates of issues of the 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society since its commencement, and 2) to draw attention to 
the importance of dating every issue. The date of publication is essential in implementing the Law 
of Priority established by the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, as the Journal carries 
descriptions of new taxa. In the process, the pagination of each part of the Journal is also presented. 


INTRODUCTION 


Some certainty as regards the correct date 
of publication of scientific material, especially of 
those that contain original descriptions of new 
taxa, is essential in implementing the Law of 
Priority. This law is to be found in the International 
Code of Zoological Nomenclature ICZN 1999). 
One reason for the Code is to promote stability in 
scientific nomenclature. 

“Whenever two names belonging to the 
same taxon are discovered, the problem of the 
validity of one is decided by the Law of Priority. 
It means the valid name of a taxon is the oldest 
(taken from the date first published) available 
name...” (Kapoor 1998). In the early 19th century, 
when ornithologists were describing avifaunas 
of various regions for the first time, there were 
innumerable instances when different names were 
proposed for the same taxon. Sometimes, in that 
period, a description was published in more than 
one journal! If it contained new taxa, dating each 
of the publications was critical (Brooks 1871, 
1872). Without this simple law, there would be utter 
chaos in choosing and fixing a name for a taxon. 

The Journal of the Bombay Natural 
History Society (JBNHS) is the foremost journal 
of its nature in the Oriental Region. It is the 
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“symbol of the Society, it was what members 
joined for. No one would join the Society if it 
were not for the journal’, (Anon. 1933, p. 81). 
One hundred volumes published over 118 years 
make it an invaluable repository of natural history 
literature. The results of important regional faunal 
surveys are published in its pages. Many new 
taxa of various phyla have been described in the 
JBNHS. Certainty as to the dates of publication 
of each of these is highly desirable. 

Editors may now not be as punctilious as 
taxonomists about the actual date of publication 
of their journal. Often, in a journal of long 
standing, like the JBNHS, editors change, partly 
to bring to the editing, skills and knowledge that 
are necessary to cope with the evolving nature 
of the subject. What editor thirty years ago knew 
anything of molecular studies? With these 
changes come changes in editorial policy, some 
deliberate, others accidental. In the context of 
accidental change lies the potential for dates of 
publication to be neglected, especially as it is 
probably now harder than it was to keep a printer 
to a strict timetable that allows a guarantee that 
the stated date of publication is actually the 
date distribution commenced. Ideally the date 
of each issue of a journal should be a matter of 
record. 

A secondary issue is volume composition. 
Many are the authors who take the dates for 
papers they have looked up from the spine of the 
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bound volume. Yet, if three parts of a journal’s 
volume are supposed to be printed in one 
calendar year (say 1900) and, due to 
circumstances beyond anyone’s control, the third 
part is actually printed in the following year (1901), 
it might retain a year on its cover (volume year), 
usually the previous year (1900) when it was 
actually supposed to have been printed, and not 
the actual years of printing (1900/01)! To both 
the taxonomist and the bibliographer, the latter 
date (1901), on which the last part was actually 
printed, is vital. In such a situation scientists 
know, or should know, that the citation they give 
for a paper should have the year of actual printing 
after the author’s name and the volume year, in 
parentheses at the end of the citation, thus: 

Abdulali, Humayun (1967): More new 

races of birds from the Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands. J. Bombay nat. Hist. 

Soc. 63(2): 420-422 (1966). 

Today there are few new taxa being 
described of mammals and birds. But there are 
new descriptions of reptiles, spiders, insects, etc., 
in almost every part of the JBNHS. The Law of 
Priority applies to these in equal measure, e.g. 
the following paper from Vol. 72 was published in 
a Part (3) with a volume year ‘December 1975’, 
but the actual date of publication was 13.viii.1976. 

Biswas, S. (1976): Reptilia from 

Bhutan with description of a new 

species of Calotes Rafinesque. 

J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 72(3): 

774-777 (1975). 

A separate Code covers the realm of botany, 
but the Law of Priority is just as relevant to plants! 


METHODS 


To establish the dates of publication of the 
parts of the JBNHS, I looked at each part 
individually and located a date of publication on 
it. In a majority of cases, this was pretty 
straightforward. Such a date was published either 
on the cover, in a colophon (at the bottom of the 


last page of each part), or at the top of the Contents 
page. In some instances only a year was printed, 
or a month and a year, and in some, not even that. 
Mercifully, dates of publication were also printed 
on the ‘title-page’ that was inserted in the 5th or 
‘Index’ part of a volume. 

The ideal scenario would have been to 
examine a complete set that had the covers of all the 
parts intact. This was not possible as, over the years, 
libraries have bound parts in their volumes and, in 
the process, discarded their covers. It may be worth 
noting, however, that major zoology libraries, like 
that of the Natural History Museum in London, 
have for many years been making sure that covers 
are always bound in. 

However, I could not trace a single library 
source for a complete ‘master’ set of the Journal 
— consisting of all of its parts (including the 
Index) along with their covers and insert-slips. 
Even the Society’s library does not have one! 
Research was thus carried out at the Osmania 
University College of Science Library, Hyderabad, 
in the library of the late Humayun Abdulali, in 
Mumbai, and in the premises of the Bombay 
Natural History Society, where there were at least 
4 incomplete sets (in the sense mentioned above). 
Help was also obtained from the Ornithology & 
Rothschild Libraries at the Natural History 
Museum in Tring, England. 

Duncan (1937), in his quest to establish 
the correct date of publication of the Proceedings 
of the Zoological Society of London, had dug 
out the ledgers and day-books of yore, not just 
from the offices of the Zoological Society of 
London, but also from those of its printers, 
Messrs. Taylor and Francis! Sadly, such 
meticulous records, even if kept during past years, 
have not been retained at the Bombay Natural 
History Society’s office. 


RESULTS 


The researched data have been tabulated 
(Table I) under the following column heads: 
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Year: This is the volume year that is 
published on the cover of a journal and pertains 
to the calendar year during which all the parts 
that comprised a volume were to be published. It 
should be noted that many early journals, e.g. 
The Proceedings of the Zoological Society of 
London, were published for what we now call a 
financial year, and that only some of such 
organisations suggested that the bound volume 
be marked with a date such as 1900/01. The 
JBNHS, when it departed from the calendar year, 
was not alone in so doing. Vols I- VII had volume 
years printed on their covers and all the parts 
were in fact published within their respective 
calendar years (except perhaps Part 4 of Vol. VI 
which was published after 31.xi1.1891). Delays in 
publication began with Part 3 of Vol. VIL, which 
was published on 15.1.1893, instead of in 1892, 
though the volume carried 1892 on its cover as 
the volume year. Part 4 was published on 23.iv.1893 
and did not carry a volume year on its cover. From 
then on, until Vol. XX XIX, the volume year was 
not published on the cover of the JBNHS. From 
Vol. XL onwards, a month and a year were 
published on the covers of the parts of the 
JBNHS. 

Volume: This column contains the volume 
number. Volume numbers ‘I-XLIV’ were printed in 
Roman numerals, which were changed to Arabic 
from Vol. 45 onwards. The process that was 
followed by the Society in dating the JBNHS has 
resulted, at least in some libraries, in several bound 
volumes carrying two years on their spines; but 
in such cases all copies should be bound to show 
this and the Society should say so in the last part 
of a volume. 

Part: Vols I-54 contained 4 parts each. A 
5th part, with a title page, contents of the volume, 
alphabetical list of contributors, list of plates, index 
to illustrations, list of office-bearers, list of 
members, accounts and, index, was published 
along with the Vols I-XXVII. This 5th part was 
split into 2 sections from Vol. XX VIII-51, with the 
first section containing the above information only 


from parts | and 2 of a volume and the second 
that from parts 3 and 4. From Vol. 52-71, a single 
index was published for each volume (see Table 1 
for further details). From Vol. 55, three parts were 
issued per volume, which was supposed to be 
published in one calendar year. 

Pages: The Contents were sometimes 
paginated with lowercase Roman numerals and 
sometimes not at all. [have ignored both of these. 
If the last printed page of a part ended on an odd 
page number (recto) and the page behind it (verso) 
was a blank, e.g. Vol. XX XIII (2): 222-471, the 
pagination of the following part, which always 
began with an odd numbered page, would 
commence after leaving out a page number (which 
was the notional number of the verso of the 
previous part), e.g. Vol. XX XIII (3): 473-744. If the 
part ended with an even page number (verso), as 
in the last example, the first page of the following 
part followed serially, XX XIII (4): 745-1005. The 
Sth or Index parts were always paginated with 
lowercase Roman numerals. 

Date of publication: This is the date on 
which a part of a volume was actually published. 
There are instances where such a date comprised 
of a month and a year or just a year. For the period 
1997-2001, the date of publication given on the 
Contents page was apparently arbitrarily fixed as 
the Ist day of April, August and December 
respectively for the three parts of a volume. This 
was irrespective of the actual date of publication, 
and an invidious practice, as it could well lead to 
newly proposed taxa being unable to prove their 
priority. However, from Part 2 of Vol. 99, this 
anomaly was rectified and the actual date of 
publication included in the colophon. 

Notes: This column contains random bits 
and pieces of information about the JBNHS, which 
I thought would be of interest to the reader. The 
editors of the JBNHS generally used insert-slips 
to convey last minute information like errata, 
apologies for late publication, notices on policy 
matters regarding publications, etc. In this paper 
I have quoted those insert-slips that affected the 
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bibliographical aspects of the JBNHS. Though a 
history of the JBNHS is not the subject of this 
paper, this column tries to illuminate facets from 
its years of existence that show brief glimpses of 
its ‘life’-—the travails of wars, the problems of 
labour at the press, the pressure of deadlines and 
the pride of supplements that mark its milestones. 

It is now perhaps only of historical interest 
as to which parts of volumes of the JBNHS the 
Society mailed to its members in respect of each 
subscription year. In most cases, the 4 (or later, 3) 
mandatory parts may have been from at least two 
volumes! Whether the Society promised a volume 
comprising of 4 parts of the JBNHS, to its 
subscribing members, or simply any 4 parts of the 
JBNHS for their annual subscription, is another 
moot point. 

Two Appendices are given at the end of 
this paper. One contains a list of the General 
Indices of subjects and authors (Appendix I). The 
other (Appendix IT) is a chronological list of the 
editors of the JBNHS. This is an up-to-date list, 
following the one compiled by Anon. (1987). 
Admirable accounts of the JBNHS and its role in 
the study and documentation of Indian natural 
history have been published in earlier volumes 
(Anon. 1952, Ali 1987). 


On indices 

The Bombay Natural History Society hada 
fine tradition of producing indices for each volume 
of the JBNHS. This lasted from Vol. VII-71 (1892- 
1974) without a break even though some of these 
indices were prepared several years after the 
volumes were published (e.g. Vols. 54, 55, 56, 57). 
Subsequently, indices were created for just 3 
further volumes (79, 80, 82). The Society also 
produced 8 comprehensive indices entitled 
“General Index of Subjects and Authors,” covering 
variously consolidated Volumes from I-63 
(Appendix I). The amount of information that the 
early index volumes contained was pared down 
in later years, with lists of office-bearers, accounts 


and minutes of annual general body meetings 
being relegated to the 3rd part of a volume and 
the lists of members being entirely omitted. 
Old-timers still rue the day the Society began 
slipping up on producing indices to the JBNHS. 
The usefulness of Indices cannot be emphasised 
enough. Suffice it to say that they make available, 
instantaneously, what could otherwise become a 
“wild goose chase!” Worldwide, indices have 
regrettably taken a back seat. Many editors of 
renowned journals do not even try to create one. 
However, with publication ‘online’ nowadays, 
search engines will make such indices much less 
important, so that the wish for a good old index is 
probably unrealistic. In spite of this, there are 
several important journals, like the JBNHS, in 
circulation today, that have not yet crossed the 
technological barriers involved in migrating 
towards ‘online’ publication. However, I daresay, 
that with wordprocessors and desktop publishing, 
indexing should now become easier for them. 
Perhaps a simple leap of faith is required in that 
direction, by the Board of Editors, at the 
commencement of this Journal’s new century! 


CONCLUSION 


In all, the Bombay Natural History Society 
published 355 parts of the Journal (1886-2003), in 
the publication’s first hundred years. Vols I-54 
had 4 parts each, except one issue of combined 
parts [Vol. 52 (2&3)], i.e. 215 parts totally. Vols 55- 
100 had 3 parts each, except 1 issue of combined 
parts [Vol. 100 (2&3)], i.e. 137 parts totally. In 
addition to this, 3 supplements were issued, taking 
total to 140 parts. 

Over the years, the various printers of the 
Journal have been (in alphabetical order): Caxton 
Printing Works; Diocesan Press, Madras; 
Education Society’s Press, Byculla; Leader’s Press 
Pvt. Ltd.; St. Francis Industrial Training Institute, 
Borivli, Bombay; Times of India Steam Press, 
Bombay; Times Press, Bombay. 
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